[The current status and prospects of telemedicine in Asahikawa Medical College Hospital].
Asahikawa Medical College Hospital Telemedicine Center was established in July 1999. We describe the current status and problems of telemedicine in Asahikawa Medical College Hospital Telemedicine Center. Nine hundred and seventy-one cases were consulted using telemedicine system between July 1999 and November 2002. The fields for which telemedicine techniques were frequently used for consultation were radiology, ophthalmology and pathology. The purposes of telemedicine in the field of ophthalmology were referential to surgery and diagnostic supports. Telemedicine techniques contribute to decreasing the economic and time burdens of patients. Problems with the use of telemedicine techniques include deterioration of image quality especially in the field of ophthalmology, the difficulty of real-time telemedicine conditions, and the costs of communication.